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President’s Ramblings 

Greetings and salutations to you all. On behalf of our Patron Brig Jon and your 
Council members I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous 2023. May the coming year be filled with 
health, wealth, happiness, great family times, good friends and lots of memories.   

Welcome to our December edition of the Association Newsletter, thanks again to all 
that helped to produce this Newsletter and fill it with interesting articles on postings 
or work within the Army which may make interesting reading in our newsletter, 
please feel free to contact Howard if you have a story to tell. Howard is constantly 
seeking fresh stories we can use in future newsletters.  

Membership. We are trying to ensure that all those who have served are made 
aware of the Association, the benefits, and the opportunities for the comradeship of 
us all. If you know any ex-members of our Corps, or past and present members of 
the RNZALR, please let them know of the Association and encourage them to join. 
Bring them in. We would love to see them at the Tauranga reunion May 2023. 

Registration forms for the Tauranga reunion will be available in January 2023. One 
of the reasons for this is rising costs (inflation) and Grant wants to have costs 
confirmed before people register. Attendees will be required to be paid up financial 
members of our Association to attend. For those that are not financial members at 
the time of registration, please note that there will be an extra levy included, (yet to 
be determined by council) to ensure you are paid up financial members. 
Your Association financially subsidizes this event every two years, so it is only fair 
that you need to be a financial member Register and attend this event. Application 
form to join the RNZCT Association is attached to this email 
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ADMINISTRATIVE UPDATE 

A big welcome to our three new members who are:  

Graham Howard Joined on 18/10/2022 
Barry Woodward Joined on 26/10/2022 
Terry Broughham Joined on 24/11/2022  

 

RNZCT MEMBERSHIP AS AT 28 November 2022 

Life Members     76 
Members paid up to 31 March 2023  46 
Members paid in advance of 31 March 2023 23 
Honorary Members       2 

Total Membership     147 

 

LAST POST 

Now for the sad part, acknowledging our comrades who have passed on: 

OBITUARIES – NON- ASSOCIATION MEMBERS 

WO2 Sam Bigg-Wither  Passed away on 24/10/2022 
WO1 Jack Noble   Passed away on 13/11/2022 
Tui Harrison    Unfortunately we do not have any 
                                                      further information available on Tui. 

 
“Rest In Peace Gentlemen” 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old, 

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn, 

At the going down of the sun, and in the morning, 

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM, 

We Will Remember Them. 

 

Nil Sine Labore 

 

Please note: If you are aware of one of our fellow Corps members passing the 
association would be grateful for all notifications of any serving or ex 
RNZASC/RNZCT/RNZALR who pass away whether they were members or not. 
Information such as Name/Rank/service dates and date of passing. This will enable 
us to acknowledge them and their service in our newsletter. This information can be 
notified to the Secretary (Graham Gosnell) on 027-6248808 or 
gosannesmagic@xtra.co.nz.  
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RNZCT Association Scholarship Programme.  

This year we did not receive any nominations for our Scholarship Grant which closed 
on the 2nd of December 2022 which is a little disappointing. To reiterate the aim and 
purpose of our Scholarship programme. 

The scholarship is designed to assist our youth to prepare themselves for gainful 
employment and becoming a productive citizen of New Zealand. In this approach, 
we the Association demonstrate our wish to support and encourage our multi-
generational families and whanau (grandchildren, great-grandchildren, great nieces 
and nephews etc) to develop and advance themselves as members of our whanau 
and New Zealand society.  

Recently we sent a reminder letter out to encourage nominations, however with no 
nominations being received we will roll this over to December 2023. 

 

 

Reunion Update 
 
The old saying of money talks runs very true, albeit all mine ever says is goodbye. If 
you haven’t already done so, it’s time to get your money talking to Air New Zealand 
and book your flights for our reunion 12 – 14 May 2023 in Tauranga before the 
prices escalate further with rising fuel costs etc.  
 
Planning is progressing well, and we are currently working on getting estimated 
costings together to include in our Registration Form that we will have to you in 
January 2023. 
 
We would love to see you all – Remember, tomorrow is not guaranteed! 
 
Accommodation (Urgent) 
We are aware that there is a major bowling tournament planned in the Mount area at 
the same time as our reunion. We don’t want you to be homeless here so now is a 
good time to get your accommodation sorted as anything close to the Mt Maunganui 
RSA are being snapped up quickly 
 
Below is the link to book your accommodation online. This is the easiest link to go to 
make your choices and the closer you get to downtown the Mount the higher the 
prices, so be sure to check out some of the Air BnB options as well. The link below 
shows a number of accommodation options: 
 
https://www.google.com/search?q=accomodation+surrounding+Mount+Maunganui+
RSA&rlz=1C1ONGR_enNZ988NZ988&sxsrf=APq-WBtBhk0H_3QT7PHo-
3maKCrRYy7muQ%3A1647293604393&ei=pLQvYq3WF7zcz7sP8uS_oAg&ved=0a
hUKEwituIXxxsb2AhU87nMBHXLyD4QQ4dUDCA4&uact=5&oq=accomodation+surr
ounding+Mount+Maunganui+RSA&gs_lcp=Cgdnd3Mtd2l6EAMyBwgAEEcQsAMyBw
gAEEcQsAMyBwgAEEcQsAMyBwgAEEcQsAMyBwgAEEcQsAMyBwgAEEcQsAMy
BwgAEEcQsAMyBwgAEEcQsANKBAhBGABKBAhGGABQAFgAYKb-
AWgBcAF4AIABAIgBAJIBAJgBAMgBCMABAQ&sclient=gws-wiz 
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Reunion Apparel  
Lloyd Miller has kindly offered his time and skills to manage the orders for apparel 
and is in the process of updating prices for this.  Thanks Lloyd, we really appreciate 
you volunteering to do this again for us. 
 
The order forms will be available with the registration forms in January. 
 
Tours 
The Waihi Gold Mine tour is sounding very popular, everything is in place for this to 
proceed.  Coaches are tentatively booked to get us to Waihi for the tour then we are 
off to the Waihi Beach RSA to ponder over a military vehicle display that Terri 
McClintock has kindly organised followed by a smorgasbord lunch and an ale or two 
while enjoy the soothing view over the Pacific Ocean.  Back on the coaches enroute 
back to the Mt with a stop along the way for a Kiwifruit Packhouse tour again 
organised by Terri. We really appreciate your efforts Terri, you are an absolute Gem. 
 
Will keep you posted on the Port of Tauranga Tour team as I’m still working with 
them to get someone out of their fart sack on a Saturday to accommodate this, but I 
have a plan B if it doesn’t come off. 
 
Anyone not wanting to do a tour there’s plenty of places at the Mt to relax and 
enjoy.  Maybe a leisurely stroll along the beach which is a common occurrence in 
this neck of the woods or a walk around the Mt which is also very pleasant and for 
you racing sardines and energiser bunnies going up the Mt is well worth it to take in 
the view from the top.  The Mt Hot Saltwater Pools are a great place to sooth the 
muscles after navigating any of the above and the shops downtown the Mt are open 
all weekend and they are more than willing to assist you to satisfy your retail therapy 
hunger pangs and give your credit card a good ole thrashing. 
 
Venue 
Mt RSA have been amazing and are really coming to the party for us.  They have a 
late license until 1.00am along with entertainment both Friday and Saturday night 
and the restaurant will be available until about 9.00pm for dining or bar snacks on 
Friday night. So, it’s full-on party time both nights.  Don’t forget your dancing shoes 
to take the opportunity to throw your spouse around the dance floor if you are still 
able and willing and can remember the steps. 
 
Saturday night is our formal dinner onsite at the RSA 
 
The restaurant will be open for breakfast Saturday and Sunday morning for those 
greasy eggs and baked beans to soak up the alcohol from the night before.  
 
Mt RSA have two courtesy coaches available for airport and accommodation pickup 
and drop offs throughout the weekend so more to follow on how to book these as we 
get closer to our event. 
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Sunday morning will be our traditional AGM and we are trying to organise someone 
from Veterans Affairs to come and give us a briefing on what we are entitled to and 
how to go about it, but this is yet to be confirmed. 
 
 
 
 
Summary 
We are well on track with organising our reunion and are looking forward to hosting 
you all here in the BOP for one hell of a party and a great time, but I can’t emphasise 
enough and recommend you put some urgency and energy into booking your 
accommodation and flights. 
 
And remember, “Life in this day and age is like looking for your phone – Most of the 
time it’s in your hand” and “To be old and wise – You must first be young and stupid” 
so let’s be young and stupid again 12 -14 May 2023 in Tauranga  
 
 
 
 
National Army Museum Reinstates our Banner 

 

 

 

 

 

Members will no doubt be please to know that the National Army Museum at 
Waiouru has reinstated the display of the RNZCT Banner in the Alcove of 
Remembrance within the Museum. 

The Banner had been removed some time ago by Museum staff who recognised the 
uniqueness and value of the Banner, with the intent to inspect and preserve it. 
Following intervention and communication to the Museum of the age old and 
traditional protocols governing Colours, by the RNZCT Associations Patron Brigadier 
Jon Broadley, the new Director of the Museum, Cherie Meecham quickly responded. 
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The Banner has been reinstated in pride of place within the Alcove of Remberence 
directly under the listings of Theatres of War.  

A fitting tribute for those who have served our Corps and passed on. 

 

 

51 AIR DISPATCH TROOP MIDWINTER AIRDROP ANTARCTICA 
DETACHMENT HAREWOOD 17 MAY – 24 JUN 1983 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Antarctica, The Last or Final Frontier” as writers and journo’s alike have termed it, if 
you’ve been there, I need say no more and love the place or loath it, the Antarctic 
programme still goes on and yep, it’s still and will remain so, up to us the Loggie’s 
(truckers, storemen, cooks, air despatchers) to support all tasks whenever and 
wherever. 
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The following was extracted from the AD Annals capturing the essence of one of 
those tasks; photos are courtesy of the USAF and reports from local and national 
newspapers covering the drops in the winter of 1983. The detachment crew was: 

Sgt   Trevor Baker  
LCpl Brian Clarke 
Dvr   Scotty Vasey, and 
Dvr   Dave Phillips 
 
Pre airdrop Christchurch “Press” newspaper clipping that sets the scene 
 

 
 

 

 

Chronology of Events 

17 – 20 May: 
These days were taken up setting up the working hanger and preparing honeycomb 
stacks and cardboard containers which would eventually become the Airdrop 
Containers 
 

 
All hands-on deck – Major John Kent, mission commander for the United States Air 
Force mid-winter air drop to the Antarctica, with some of the honeycomb packaging 
which protects the containers parachuted out of the aircraft. 
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23 – 27 May: 
 
Monday saw the arrival of the US Army’s Top Rigger, Chief WO Dick Langstraat who 
duly let everyone know what he wanted and where everyone stood in regard to him. 
During this week all 130 26’ Ringslot Parachutes had to be aired and repacked to meet 
a new modification to the static line attachment, Dvr’s Vasey and Philips assisted by 
2 x American Riggers completed this task. Sgt Baker and LCpl Clarke continued to 
make up hundreds of cardboard boxes and more honeycomb stacks prior to the arrival 
of the stores for airdrop. (Note, nothing here about a “honeycomb machine” or “logs” 
as we knew it as nothing more than a decent knife to open the boxes of pre-formed 
honeycomb sheets was required, thank you America!) 
 
30 May – 3 Jun: 
 
Monday 30 May, 4 x 20ft containers arrive at the hanger with approx. 35,000lbs of 
airdrop stores. The week was taken up sorting all stores out and repacking them into 
other containers so the fragile items were packed correctly, non-freeze items packed 
separate and a multitude of different items ranging from vehicle fuses, penthouses 
magazines, saw blades, electric motors and vehicle transmissions all packed to avoid 
damage upon impact with the ice. 
 
6 – 12 Jun: 
 
All week continued with packing, during the week approximately 32,000lbs of skim 
milk powder arrived which also was to be airdropped and required repacking. By the 
end of the week approx. 90 x 500lb containers were completely rigged, 52 more to go. 
 
Stuff and more stuff – Rigger, Sergeant Ron Hicks with an item to be packed for 
airdrop. 
 
13 – 16 Jun: 
 
13 Jun all “freshies” arrived – fruit, lettuce, potatoes, kiwi fruit, celery and even grapes 
and water melon. All items had to be specially packed to avoid bruising upon ground 
contact, this was quite a tedious job but none-the-less completed on schedule. 
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Fruit and vege’s galore – Sergeant Ron Hicks, of the United States Air Force and 
Sergeant Trevor Baker, of the New Zealand Army, preparing fresh fruit and 
vegetables for the mid-winter air drops of cargo to the Antarctic next week. The 
“freshies” will be the first to reach the 116 people at the American McMurdo and 
South Pole stations and New Zealand’s Scott Base since the last flights departed in 
February. A USAF Starlifter will drop containers of cargo attached to parachutes 
near the bases in two flights, scheduled for Tuesday and Thursday next week 
 
 
17 – 19 Jun: 
 
These days were taken up completing final rigging and loading the aircraft for the first 
mission sortie, 53 bundles for McMurdo and 9 for the South Pole, a flight brief was 
carried out at the completion of loading. 
 
20 Jun: 
 
Crew Rest. 
 
 
21 Jun: 
 
0130hrs reveille, 0200hrs report to Harewood for a 0415hrs take-off which was on 
schedule. During the flight the C-141B Starlifter was mid-air refuelled twice by a USAF 
KC10 Tanker which flew out of Mangere and rendezvoused at prearranged points with 
the C-141B. 
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At 1030hrs NZDT, 53 x 500lb bundles were rolling out of the aircraft from 1000’ into 
the darkness to the eager hands awaiting the stores on the McMurdo DZ. 

Onto the South Pole and 1½ hrs later, their nine bundles had to be despatched from 
both para doors because of the small DZ and the severity of the temperature (minus 
42degrees C) on the ground. The scheduled two passes over the DZ turned into three 
as one bundle jammed in the doorway and had to be retrieved.  
 

 
A frenetic time indeed – Crew members of the C141 Starlifter unload stores from 
both sides of the aircraft over the South Pole base yesterday. 
 
Success on the final circuit then heading for the lights of Christchurch, 15 ½ hrs after 
take-off the aircraft landed after a very successful mission. 

 

22 Jun: 
 
Reload the aircraft for the second mission and crew rest. 
 
 
23 Jun: 
 
The second mission of 80 x 500lb containers was delayed until 0630hrs 24 Jun due to 
35 knot winds at McMurdo. The 51 AD Tp team could not fly with this sortie as the 
aircraft was so full, no seating was available. The aircraft landed at 1715hrs after a 
successful 80 x container airdrop.  
Two records were set during this winter’s airdrop. 
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1. The most containers despatched in a single pass – 53 x 500lbs on sortie one 
and, 

2. Most weight air dropped in single containers in one pass, approx. 40,000lbs 
on sortie two. (A load of this weight would normally be delivered on platforms) 
 
Total weight dropped was 78,000lbs with minimal damage reported. 

The previous 4 years midwinter drops had been done in one flight per season with 
the 1982 sortie dropping a total of 47 containers.  
 
24 Jun: 
 
51 AD Tp personnel RTU’d after an inventory of all equipment was done in 
preparation for next year’s mid-winter airdrop. 
 
Postscript – It should be noted that the following year was also a two-flight mission, 
sortie one on the 21st of Jun was 46 containers for McMurdo and Scott Base and 13 for 
the Pole with the second sortie being on the 25th of June 1984. The crew that year was; 
  
Cpl Wayne Henry,  
LCpl Kenny Joyce,  
LCpl Rex Hogan and  
Dvr Wayne McGuire  
 
This crew were coaxed, cajoled that year by the US Army’s top rigger, Chief WO Benny 
Manning. The total weight dropped on this mission was 60,000lbs. 
 
I was privileged, spoilt, call it what you may, to have had the opportunity to be 
selected/volunteered to work on Antarctica on a number of occasions, the first as a 
rigger/aircraft loader over the summer season of 1973, a harsh, unyielding but none 
the less awesome environment, so one can well imagine the feelings of those on the 
ground of not only receiving those much-needed stores and equipment but having that 
physical contact (even if for a brief time) with the outside world. Quite comforting. 

 

H.S. (Ash) Ashby 

S.A.D. (Retired) 
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10 Transport Company History 

 

 

Ex members of 10 Transport Company may not know of or have read the on-line 
story that covers the creation and evolution of the “mighty 10”.  This thesis by Grant 
Morris, ex OC of the Company and a serving Lt Col, wrote it as a requirement for his 
Master of Arts in Defence and Strategic Studies, and is publicly available at: 
http://hdl.handle.net/10179/3840  Grant has given permission for the Association to 
referred to his thesis.  

A most interesting read especially for those who have served in 10. 

The history examines the origins, formation, operations, activities and future of 10 
Transport Company. It recounts that over six decades of service. The company has 
continued to meet the demands placed on it to provide distribution and transport 
support to the New Zealand Defence Force despite a number of challenges. These 
range from personnel shortages, to equipment serviceability and obsolescence, 
ever-changing command structures and threats to its unique identity.  
 
Changes in the regional and global security environment have also historically 
played their part, with lessons learned and doctrine from other nations influencing 
and shaping activities, and experiences gained on exercises and operations by the 
company’s own members providing much needed training realism and validity. Now 
in its sixtieth year, 10 Transport Company is one of only two remaining specialist 
military transport providers available to the New Zealand Army, and the only one 
located in the North Island. Its current structure and required outputs have been 
driven by the changes undergone within the NZ Army over a number of years; most 
noticeably effects are being felt through the advent of Army Transformation, with its 
focus on modernisation and motorisation.  
 
The company has continued to evolve from being part of a Divisional Supply Column 
in a conventional war setting in Korea, to supporting infantry Brigade-sized 
operations in a South East Asian environmental construct, to providing task-
organised elements to sustain disbursed motorised combat teams fighting in 
complex terrain.  
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CONTACT DETAILS FOR THE ASSOCIATION OFFICERS ARE BELOW: 

 

Patron: Brig. Jon Broadley jon@strategyplus.nz  0272333111 

President: Andy Stewart  andy-stewart1@xtra.co.nz  0274443712 

Vice Pres: Grant Child  grant.child@realtygroup.co.nz 0274780988 

Sec./Treas:  Graham Gosnell gosannesmagic@xtra.co.nz 0276248808 

Council: Paul Gundesen paulgundy@xtra.co.nz  0220694964 

  Lloyd Miller  bellarat158@yahoo.co.nz  0272846015 

  Leighton Cameron l_kcameron@xtra.co.nz  0272299449 

  Lionel Orr  eorr@xtra.co.nz   07 8241713 

  Dave Oldershaw daveold4@gmail.com  0292003679 

  Terri McClintock sol4bus@xtra.co.nz   0276790660 

Historian: Howard Weddell hs.weddell@outlook.com  0272494340 
     

 

 

 

Have a very Merry Christmas, enjoy the time 
off with Family and Friends, Best wishes for a 

happy and healthy 2023 

 

 

 


